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ABSTRACT
Jewish immigration, which increased in East Prussia particularly after the Crimean War (1853-1856) 
because of an immigration policy that had been liberal for decades, brought especially young Litvak 
families to the region. They came with the decided endeavour to leave a part of their Litvak traditions be-
hind and to establish themselves in Prussia. Which Jewish identity did they pass on to their children, who 
grew up as citizens of the Reich? And how did the identity of the grandchildren’s’ generation unfold? 
That very prominent change of identity is shown on the basis of one family that proves to be exemplary 
for Jews who immigrated in the second half of the 19th century.
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German. The life of the grandchildren was connected to the decision for forced migration and thus with 
commitment to a new chosen homeland (in most cases, Palestine), in which the mental relationships to 
their home region were shaped in a very ambivalent way.
KEY WORDS: Jews identity, Jews imigration, Litvak tradition, East Prussia, Holocaust.
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I. Fragestellung 
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II. Vorbemerkungen
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diese Stadt ca. 28.000 Einwohner, darunter 681 Katholiken und 600 Israeliten.
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deutsch-litauischen Grenzgebiet.3

III. Die Zuwanderergeneration
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IV. Die „Deutsche Generation“
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Anscheinend wurden diese Erinnerungen nicht tradiert.
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Gebrauch der Sprache als zentraler kultureller Kontakt stellte in der Regel keinerlei Problem dar. 
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Lichter des Chanukkaleuchters brennen. 
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Krieg, sondern auch noch ihre Heimat verloren?

VI. Die „Zionistische“ bzw „internationae“ Generation
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S u m m a r y

Jewish immigration, which increased in East Prussia particularly after the Crimean War (1853-
1856) because of an immigration policy that had been liberal for decades, brought especially young 
Litvak families to the region. They came with the decided endeavour to leave a part of their Litvak 
traditions behind and to establish themselves in Prussia. Which Jewish identity did they pass on 
to their children, who grew up as citizens of the Reich? And how did the identity of the grandchil-
dren’s’ generation unfold? This very prominent change of identity is shown on the basis of one 
family that proves to be exemplary for Jews who immigrated in the second half of the 19th century.
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the assumption of Jan and Aleida Assmann, that identity can be seen as a practice of difference . 

The following contribution describes a case in which the garrison and district principle town Til-
sit is the centre of attention. In 1895, the town counted 28 000 inhabitants, among them 681 Catho-
lics and 600 Israelites.

The contribution is based on family photographs and correspondences, which were expanded by 
several archive documents. It is part of a larger study on the Jews in the German-Lithuanian border area.
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itly felt German. The life of the grandchildren was connected to the decision for forced migration 
and thus with commitment to a new chosen homeland (in most cases, Palestine), in which the men-
tal relationships to their home region were shaped in a very ambivalent way.

The radical changes in their lives, the loss of numerous family members that died in the Holo-
caust, and also the accomplishments of parents left lifelong imprints which still need to be analyzed 
with regard to East Prussian Jews.


